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TAPPING THE STRATEGIC 

PETROLEUM RESERVE 

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the President made a decision to 
raid 30 million barrels out of the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve. Now, of 
course one thing the President did yes-
terday in that decision was he ac-
knowledged that supply has an impact 
on price, which is a reversal of his pre-
vious statement. 

The problem is rather than actually 
opening up known reserves of Amer-
ican oil where we can go and create 
tens of thousands of American jobs and 
get rid of some of this dependency on 
some of these Middle Eastern coun-
tries, what the President said instead 
was he’s just going to go and raid 
America’s, in essence, our safety net. 

This Strategic Petroleum Reserve is 
there for national emergencies. It’s not 
there just because maybe the President 
feels it would be politically popular for 
a couple of days to do something. This 
doesn’t even get us past 2 days’ worth 
of America’s supply. 

We have known reserves that this 
President is shutting off all across this 
country. And we can actually reduce 
our dependence on Middle Eastern oil if 
we go out and create those jobs, create 
that American energy, rather than 
raiding our savings account for oil. 

And so the President’s decision was a 
failed policy that doubles down on his 
previous failed policy on energy that 
has gotten us to skyrocketing gas 
prices. And of course we’re going to be 
back here again in just a couple of days 
when this short-term fix runs out. 

Instead, we should put a real energy 
policy in place that reduces our de-
pendence on foreign oil. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL NEUROSCIENCE 
CAUCUS 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday we had the inaugural brief-
ing of the Congressional Neurologic 
Science Caucus. The caucus seeks to 
involve and inform people on Capitol 
Hill about advances, opportunities, and 
challenges that face us with neuro-
science. 

I appreciate the leadership of my col-
league, KATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS, 
who is founding cochair of this effort 
and someone who cares deeply about 
neuroscience issues, achieved in part 
through some difficult personal experi-
ence. I admire her courage and appre-
ciate her adding to this important 
agenda. 

We’re discovering so many areas re-
lated to the brain and so much about 
how the neurological system works, 
how it’s damaged, how it recovers, how 
the brain responds to our environment, 
understanding interrelationships be-

tween traumatic brain injury, hydro-
cephalous, dementia, Alzheimer’s. We 
stand to gain so much from this re-
search. 

Developments in neuroscience offer 
the greatest opportunity for the 26 per-
cent of American adults who suffer 
from mental disorders to reduce and 
perhaps avoid dysfunction, disease to 
live better, healthier lives. 

The tremendous toll on victims and 
their families, their employees, em-
ployers and friends, the Federal Gov-
ernment needs to be aggressively in-
volved and engaged. We hope the Neu-
roscience Caucus can help do just that. 

f 
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ROLL CALL OF THE NOBLE 36 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MEEHAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 5, 2011, the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee 
of the majority leader. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
was said: 

‘‘From this day to the ending of the 
world, we in it shall be remembered. 
We few, we happy few, we band of 
brothers; for he today that sheds his 
blood with me shall be my brother.’’ 

Shakespeare penned this hundreds of 
years ago in Henry V. It represents the 
unfailing commitment a warrior has 
for his fellow warriors. 

Since 2004, 36 men and women from 
the Second Congressional District area 
of Texas that I represent have served 
honorably for this country, the United 
States, and they gave their lives for 
the cause of freedom in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 

Their photographs are over here to 
my left. You notice, Mr. Speaker, they 
are of all races. They are men and they 
are women. They are from all branches 
of the service. They are enlisted per-
sonnel and they are officers in the 
United States military. 

I would like to honor each of them 
today by name and rank and branch of 
service and a comment or two about 
each one of them. These are the sons of 
liberty, the daughters of democracy of 
America. They are our heroes. 

As we approach July 4, the Fourth of 
July as we like to call it, where Amer-
ica celebrates its independence and we 
celebrate not only our independence 
but our freedom and our liberty, we 
wave the flag, we attend parades and 
all of those are good things about 
America. See, it’s okay to be a patriot 
and it’s okay to show our patriotism as 
a Nation. But as we approach July 4, 
that important day in our history, I be-
lieve it is equally important that we 
remember that our freedom and our 
liberty has always cost America and 
it’s cost America its finest, its youth. 
These men and women, like patriots 
before them, gave up their youth so 
that we can have a future. 

Patrick Henry, the great orator dur-
ing the revolutionary times, said: 

‘‘The battle, sir, is not to the strong 
alone; it is to the vigilant, to the ac-
tive, to the brave.’’ 

We are fortunate those words still 
ring true today, Mr. Speaker, and 
American warriors overseas carry 
those values into battle. These are 36 of 
them, the Roll Call of the Noble 36. 
Each of them have connections to 
southeast Texas. I would like to men-
tion each one of them, because they de-
serve our recognition, but we also need 
to always remember them and their 
families. Because, you see, when these 
young men and women went off to war, 
their families went to war, too, but 
their families stayed stateside and 
they were ever vigilant while their 
sons and daughters and husbands and 
wives went overseas. 

The first individual here, Mr. Speak-
er, is Staff Sergeant Russell Slay, 
United States Marine Corps, from my 
hometown of Humble, Texas. He was 
killed at the age of 34. He was killed on 
November 9, 2004. When Russell told his 
mother, Peggy Slay, that he was join-
ing the United States Marine Corps 
after finishing high school, he told her 
that he knew she would not like it but 
he was going to do it anyway. And he 
did. He joined the Marine Corps and he 
was killed in action. Peggy Slay, his 
mother, whom I have known since Rus-
sell’s death, has become very active in 
the Blue and Gold Star Moms in south-
east Texas. 

To refresh your memory, Mr. Speak-
er, a Blue Star Mom is an individual 
who has a son or daughter overseas and 
they carry a flag or they have a flag on 
their window at their home that has a 
blue star in that flag. Gold Star Moms 
are those who have lost a son or a 
daughter overseas in war, and they 
have a gold star. Peggy Slay is a leader 
in the Gold Star Moms in southeast 
Texas. 

Next to him is Lance Corporal Wes-
ley Canning, United States Marine 
Corps. He was 21, and he was killed on 
November 10, the day after Russell was 
killed. He is from Friendswood, Texas. 
He told his dad he always wanted to be 
a Marine, and he had that ambition to 
serve as a Marine for 20 years. He was 
a proud Texan, and when he was home 
on leave, he bought a new pickup truck 
so he could show his Marine buddies his 
new bumper sticker that said ‘‘Don’t 
Mess with Texas.’’ He was that kind of 
individual, that loved Texas and loved 
his country. 

The third individual, Lance Corporal 
Fred Lee Maciel. Fred Maciel, age 20, 
was killed on January 26, 2005. He was 
also a member of the United States 
Marine Corps. He was from Spring, 
Texas. He was killed in a helicopter 
crash in al-Anbar province on his way 
to begin security preparations for the 
historic Iraqi elections that took place 
a few days later in January 2005. Four 
days later, I was in Iraq to witness 
those successful elections. Lance Cor-
poral Maciel made those first free elec-
tions for the Iraqi people possible, and 
those elections were important for the 
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history of that country. Lance Cor-
poral Maciel was one of those individ-
uals who gave his life so that another 
country, another people, could have 
those elections. 

The fourth individual that is on this 
poster board is Private First Class Wes-
ley Riggs of the United States Army. 
He was killed when he was 19 years of 
age on May 17, 2005. He was from Bay-
town, Texas, or Beach City, Texas. 
Both towns claim him. He graduated in 
just 3 years from high school, and he 
loved agriculture. 

The fifth individual is Sergeant Wil-
liam Meeuwsen, age 24. Sergeant Wil-
liam ‘‘Bill’’ Meeuwsen is from 
Kingwood, Texas, near my area where I 
live, and he was a member of the 
United States Army. He went off to 
Texas A&M University, but he dropped 
out of school and enlisted in the United 
States Army because of 9/11. Amazing 
individuals, these people who left their 
careers after 9/11 and joined the United 
States military to protect the rest of 
us. 

Over here on the far left is Lance 
Corporal Robert ‘‘Robbie’’ Martinez, 
United States Marine Corps. He was 
killed at the age of 20 on December 1, 
2005. He was from a small rural commu-
nity called Cleveland. Cleveland, 
Texas. He dreamed of getting a degree 
in education and becoming a baseball 
coach after his career in the Marines. 
Today, there is a post office in Cleve-
land, Texas, named in his honor. When 
we dedicated the post office for Robbie 
Martinez in Cleveland, Texas, the 
whole town turned out for it. In fact, 
the United States Air Force had a fly-
over during that ceremony and that 
dedication. The people of Cleveland 
loved Robbie Martinez and his family 
and appreciate his sacrifice for Amer-
ica. 

The seventh individual is Staff Ser-
geant Jerry Michael Durbin, United 
States Army, from Spring, Texas. He 
was killed on January 25, 2006, at the 
age of 27. He’s from Houston, Texas, 
and he was a gifted artist. The day he 
was killed, he called his wife to tell her 
he loved her. Shortly thereafter, he 
was killed in action. 

The eighth individual is Tech Ser-
geant Walter Moss. Tech Sergeant Wal-
ter Moss was a member of the United 
States Air Force. He was 37 years of 
age, and he was killed on March 30, 
2006. He also is from Houston, Texas. 
He joined the Air Force after high 
school and he served in Operation 
Desert Storm. 

b 1420 

He specialized in detecting and dif-
fusing makeshift bombs, and he was 
killed while diffusing an IED. I repeat, 
he was killed while diffusing an IED. 
An IED, Mr. Speaker, that is the way 
that the cowards we fight fight us. 
They don’t come out in the open— 
heavens no. They won’t do that. They 
would lose. So they lie in wait in their 
holes, in their caves, and they put 
bombs, land mines—IEDs, as we call 

them—where they know our troops will 
come by, and then they remotely set 
those off. Tech Sergeant Walter Moss 
was an individual that was trained to 
diffuse those IEDs, but one exploded 
while he was trying to protect other 
warriors. 

The ninth individual is Private First 
Class Kristian Menchaca. Kristian 
Menchaca was a member of the United 
States Army. He is from Houston, 
Texas. He was killed at the age of 23 on 
June 16, 2006. When he joined the 
United States Army, he wanted to be 
in the infantry. Kristian’s wife said 
that being in the military was what he 
always wanted to do. He was kidnapped 
and tortured and murdered by enemy 
forces. His murder made national news 
because of the brutality of the people 
we fight against after they captured 
Kristian Menchaca. 

Number 10 on this poster is Staff Ser-
geant Ben Williams of the United 
States Marine Corps. He was 30 years of 
age when he was killed on June 20, 2006. 
He is from Orange, Texas, down in the 
refinery area of southeast Texas. He 
joined the United States Marines right 
after high school, and he served his 
country for 12 years. He was serving his 
third duty in Iraq when he was killed 
on June 20, 2006. 

Lance Corporal Ryan Miller, at the 
age of 19, member of the United States 
Marine Corps, was killed on September 
14, 2006. He was from Pearland, Texas. 
He was a third-generation Marine. He 
graduated early so he could enlist and 
follow in his father’s and grandfather’s 
footsteps. After his tour of duty was 
over, he wanted to become a Houston 
police officer just like his parents, who 
are Houston police officers. 

Staff Sergeant Edward Reynolds, Jr., 
United States Army. He was killed at 
the age of 27 on September 26, 2006, just 
a few days after Lance Corporal Ryan 
Miller was killed. He is from Port Ar-
thur, Texas, another refinery area in 
southeast Texas. He was looking for-
ward to New Year’s Eve because that’s 
when he was going to get married. He 
was a man who, as his fellow warriors 
say, pushed others to succeed in what 
they do. 

Next is Captain David Fraser, 13th 
individual on this poster. He was a 
member of the United States Army. He 
was killed on November 26, 2006, at the 
age of 25. He was from Spring, Texas. 
And you might notice—you can barely 
see it, but you might notice his uni-
form, Mr. Speaker. He was a West 
Point graduate. He wasn’t just a reg-
ular cadet at West Point. He graduated 
top student in civil engineering. Cap-
tain David Fraser gave his life at the 
age of 25 for America. 

Lance Corporal Luke Yepsen, mem-
ber of the United States Marine Corps. 
He was killed on September 14, 2006, 
and he was from Kingwood, Texas. He 
was at the age of 20 when he was killed. 
He also attended Texas A&M Univer-
sity after high school, and he dropped 
out to enlist in the United States Ma-
rine Corps, just like Staff Sergeant Bill 

Meeuwsen left Texas A&M during 
school to fight for America. 

Specialist Dustin Donica, United 
States Army. At the age of 22, he was 
killed on December 28, 2006. He was 
from Spring, Texas. And when he was 
asked why he joined the United States 
Army, here’s what he said, Mr. Speak-
er: Most people in my generation want 
something for them. I just wanted to 
give something back. That’s why I 
joined the United States Army. 

The 16th individual of our roll call of 
the ‘‘Noble 36’’ is Specialist Ryan Berg. 
Here is his photograph, Mr. Speaker. 
He was a member of the United States 
Army. He was killed at the age of 19. 
He is from Sabine Pass, Texas. You’ve 
probably never heard of that place. 
Sabine Pass is a very small commu-
nity. It is on the furthest southeastern 
point of Texas, right next to Louisiana. 
He joined the Army on his 18th birth-
day, and he was the first soldier from 
Sabine Pass to be killed in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. 

Staff Sergeant Terrance Dunn, 
United States Army. Here is his photo-
graph. At the age of 38, he was killed 
on February 2, 2007. He was from 
Atascocita, Texas. He enlisted in the 
Army several years after high school, 
and to his fellow soldiers he was known 
as ‘‘Dunnaman’’ because he could get 
anything done. 

Next is Lance Corporal Anthony 
Aguirre. He was a member of the 
United States Marine Corps, and at the 
age of 20 he was killed on February 22, 
2007. He was from Channelview, Texas. 
He entered the United States Marine 
Corps because he believed, like a lot of 
other people believe, it was the tough-
est branch of the military. You’ve got 
to love those Marines, Mr. Speaker. 

Over here we have Private First Class 
Brandon Bobb, United States Army. 
He, likewise, was from Port Arthur, 
Texas, and he was killed at the age of 
20 on July 17, 2007. He was always 
cheerful and was a soldier that others 
looked to for support and to lend a 
helping hand. He was always thinking 
about somebody else other than him-
self, according to his buddies in the 
military. 

Number 20, Private First Class 
Zachary Endsley, United States Army, 
age 21, killed on July 23, 2007, from 
Spring, Texas. You might notice, Mr. 
Speaker, there’s a pattern here—18-, 
19-, 20- and 21-year-olds. America’s 
youth go to war to represent the rest of 
us. But Zach was an appreciator of the 
arts. He enjoyed drawing and playing 
his guitar. It was his drawing ability 
that stood out. In high school, he en-
tered and won a poster contest with his 
design, but after he joined the Army he 
was killed at the age of 21. 

Number 21, Army Specialist Kamisha 
Block. She was a member of the United 
States Army. Kamisha Block was 20 
years old when she was killed. She was 
from Vidor, Texas, and she was killed 
on August 16, 2007. Kamisha’s best 
friend, Amanda Buck, they grew up to-
gether. And Amanda says: ‘‘We rode 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 04:45 Jun 25, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00036 Fmt 0636 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K24JN7.087 H24JNPT1tja
m

es
 o

n 
D

S
K

G
8S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4567 June 24, 2011 
the school bus together from kinder-
garten all the way through high 
school.’’ She said Kamisha knew where 
she was headed in life. She had a big 
heart and wanted to help people, and 
that’s why she joined the United States 
Army. 

Number 22, Specialist Donald Valen-
tine III, United States Army, 21 years 
of age. He was killed September 18, 
2007. He was from Houston, Texas. In 
the official statement on Donald’s 
death, here’s what the family said: 
Donald touched the lives of so many 
with his big heart. We will cherish 
those beautiful memories we shared 
with him. He made us very proud. Now 
heaven has another hero that con-
tinues to watch over us as an angel in 
heaven. Remarkable person, Specialist 
Donald Valentine III. 

Number 23 is Lance Corporal Jeremy 
Burris, United States Marine, age 22, 
killed in action on October 8, 2007. 

b 1430 

He is from Liberty, Texas. Liberty, 
Texas, according to the folks in Lib-
erty, they claim that is the first settle-
ment in Texas, before Texas was even a 
part of the United States or even a re-
public. Liberty, Texas. An interesting 
town for a warrior to be from. 

He was an unapologetic person of re-
ligious faith, and he attended the non-
denominational Cornerstone Church, 
where he led worship and praise serv-
ices. He loved Texas, and his church 
pastor said at the funeral, ‘‘No one had 
better say anything negative about his 
home State of Texas.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, you got to love those 
Texas boys. They love our State. They 
love America. 

Number 24 is Staff Sergeant Eric 
Duckworth. He is the last photograph 
on this row, Mr. Speaker. He was a 
member of the United States Army. He 
was killed at the age of 26 on October 
10, 2007. He was from Houston, Texas. 
His father, Michael, described him as 
an outgoing and good-humored son. He 
further said, ‘‘Eric was full of love and 
laughter and a godly spirit, but, above 
all, he was a true soldier and a proud 
warrior’’ for the United States. 

Number 25, Corporal Scott McIntosh. 
He was a member of the United States 
Army. He was killed at the age of 26 on 
March 10, 2008. He was from Humble, 
Texas, my hometown. His mission in 
life was to meet and make friends with 
every person he came in contact with. 
He shared his hearty laugh and always 
had a smile to give to other people that 
he came across. Scott always had a 
positive outlook on life. He loved to 
hunt and fish, but most of all he loved 
his family, the Army and the country 
he lived in and his life. 

Staff Sergeant Shawn Tousha, num-
ber 26 on this poster, Mr. Speaker. He 
was a member of the United States 
Army. He was killed at the age of 30 on 
April 9, 2008. He was from a little small 
town called Hull, Texas. As a teenager, 
Shawn played football, and like most 
Texas rural boys, he loved it. He played 

at Hull-Daisetta High School. He liked 
to ride horses. He considered himself a 
cowboy. He liked to bull ride. He was a 
man from small town America, and he 
had a playful heart. He made a big im-
pression on everybody that he knew 
growing up, and that was a positive im-
pression. 

Number 27 on here, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Mark Stratton II. Lieutenant Colo-
nel Mark Stratton is the highest rank-
ing officer that has been killed from 
our congressional district area. He was 
a member of the United States Air 
Force. At the age of 39, he was killed 
on May 26, 2009. He was from Houston, 
Texas. He was remembered by his 
friends as a man of unquestionable 
character and total loyalty to the peo-
ple he loved. He was a patriotic Amer-
ican who exemplified the very best that 
American airmen have to offer. 

Number 28, this individual with the 
big grin on his face, Specialist Jarrett 
Griemel, United States Army. He was 
killed on June 3, 2009, at the age of 20. 
He was also from a little small town, 
La Porte, Texas. Jarrett was a member 
of the swim team and the surf club 
while he was in high school. He loved 
the outdoors and he, of course, loved 
the beach and the surf which were 
nearby in La Porte. He spent his spare 
time parachuting and cliff diving. 
Jarrett lived his life to the fullest, but 
like the others I have mentioned, he 
loved America, and he loved to excel 
and do what he could do to be all that 
he could be. He loved his family, and 
his family says that they will forever 
cherish the memories that he gave 
them because he touched every one of 
their lives. 

Over here to the far left, Jeffrey 
Johnson was a member of the United 
States Marine Corps, age 21 when he 
was killed on May 11, 2010, from 
Tomball, Texas. At Corporal Jeffrey 
Johnson’s funeral, his family remem-
bered him as a son, a grandson, a 
brother and a hero. His vehicle com-
mander said Johnson was different 
from most of the fellow Marines be-
cause, to sum up his commander, ‘‘war 
is sheer misery, and the four of us in 
that truck, because of Jeff and his 
humor, were uplifted all the time.’’ 
Corporal Johnson touched everybody 
and the lives that they lived with his 
life. 

The 30th individual is this sailor over 
here on the far portion of this poster, 
Petty Officer Zarian Wood, who went 
by ‘‘Z,’’ a member of the United States 
Navy. He was from Houston. He was 29 
years of age when he was killed in com-
bat, and he was on his second tour of 
duty when he was killed. He graduated 
from South Houston High School in 
1999 and after graduation he worked as 
a youth pastor and tutored children. 
He enlisted in the Navy in 2006 and was 
on his second tour of duty when he was 
killed in combat. 

The last group of individuals are the 
most recent individuals. All of these 
people, all of these individuals are put 
on this poster in the order of their 

death in Iraq or Afghanistan. In my of-
fice here in Washington, in my offices 
in Humble and in Beaumont, Texas, we 
have larger photographs of all of these 
individuals. And you will notice, Mr. 
Speaker, as you go through the Halls of 
Congress and the offices of the House, 
you will see many such posters as this 
listing those who have given their lives 
for America in the war in Iraq. 

But next on this list is Sergeant 
Brandon Bury. He was a member of the 
United States Marine Corps. He was 
killed at the age of 26 on June 6, 2010— 
June 6th, D-day. He was killed on the 
anniversary date of D-day. He was from 
Kingwood, Texas. He was a big guy. He 
was 6 feet 6 and he was all Marine. He 
was an impressive individual, and his 
friends say even back in middle school 
he knew what he wanted to do—he 
wanted to be a member of the United 
States Marine Corps. 

Next to him, number 32, Specialist 
Matthew Catlett, United States Army. 
At the age of 23 years, he was killed on 
June 7, the very next day after Ser-
geant Brandon Bury was killed. He was 
from Houston, Texas, and he fought for 
liberty. He fought for a people that he 
did not know in a land where he had 
never been. He was an American, that 
rare breed that gave his life for people 
far, far away and for Americans in this 
land. 

Staff Sergeant Edwardo Loredo, 34 
years of age, a member of the United 
States Army, he was killed one day shy 
of his 35th birthday. He was from Hous-
ton, Texas, killed on June 24, 2010. His 
family says Edwardo was an adven-
turer. He adored his wife and his fam-
ily, and he loved to cook for his neigh-
bors and his family. 

Mr. Speaker, we are blessed to have 
such a rare breed of people as Staff Ser-
geant Edwardo Loredo and his fellow 
patriots and warriors. 

Number 34, Staff Sergeant Jesse 
Ainsworth, a member of the United 
States Army, 24 years of age, killed on 
July 10, 2010, from Dayton, Texas, an-
other small town in southeast Texas. 
Jesse’s mother, Margaret Ainsworth, 
said Jesse was her hero, and he was her 
only son. She said she used to pick him 
up when he was a little kid from kin-
dergarten, and every Friday they 
would go to Wal-Mart and buy some 
toy. She said ever since Jesse was ‘‘an 
itty bitty fellow’’ he wanted to be a 
soldier in the United States Army, and 
he gave his life when he was 24 years of 
age for the rest of us. 

Number 35 on this poster of the Noble 
36 is Staff Sergeant Leston ‘‘Tony’’ 
Winters, United States Army, 30 years 
of age when he was killed on July 15, 
2010. He was from Sour Lake, Texas. 
Once again, small town rural America. 
In 1998 he graduated from Hardin Jef-
ferson High School. Winters had al-
ready completed two tours of duty in 
Iraq and decided in February of 2010 to 
leave his job and return to battle once 
more. He told his family that he felt 
compelled to be there with his buddies, 
even though he had a chance to stay 
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home in Texas. He left behind after his 
death his wife, Elizabeth, and their 
three children, Jonathan, Remington, 
and Emma. 

Sergeant First Class Calvin B. Har-
rison, this individual over here in the 
bottom right-hand corner, he was 
killed at the age of 31 and he, like sev-
eral of the others I mentioned, was 
from Cleveland, Texas. He was killed 
on September 29, 2010. 
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After he graduated from high school 
in 1998, he enlisted in the Army, fol-
lowing the path of his grandfather. His 
family said that he loved being a sol-
dier and serving his country. He is sur-
vived by his two daughters, Azalia and 
Eleanna. 

It’s interesting about his funeral, Mr. 
Speaker, which I attended. The whole 
town of Cleveland, Texas, and nearby 
towns turned out for the funeral. Flags 
were strewn and hoisted all up and 
down Main Street in Cleveland, Texas. 
The businesses shut down, the school 
closed as the funeral procession came 
through Cleveland, Texas, honoring 
Sergeant First Class Calvin Harrison; 
that funeral ceremony and processional 
with hundreds of people, young and old, 
showing praise and honor and respect 
to Calvin Harrison for his sacrifice for 
America. 

It was led by the Patriot Guard, 
those patriots that ride the Harley-Da-
vidson motorcycles, most of them from 
the Vietnam era, who show their appre-
ciation for the sacrifice by watching 
over the funeral procession and the fu-
neral by riding those motorcycles with 
an American flag on the back. 

These are the Noble 36 from south-
east Texas, just a few of the people who 
have given their lives in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. I mention these individuals 
because they, like all Americans that 
have been killed in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, are important to America. They 
are important to our history because 
freedom is not free. 

And that is not a trite expression. 
It’s not free. It has always been expen-
sive, going all the way back to the Rev-
olutionary War. We’re going to cele-
brate July 4th next week. And that war 
cost American lives, as has every war, 
because freedom is expensive. And it’s 
our young people, men and women, who 
go and serve. 

Mr. Speaker, just like everybody 
serving today in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
every one of these people—every one— 
volunteered. They raised their right 
hand and they stood forward and said, 
I will serve. I will go. Call me. And 
they went. And we are to admire them 
for what they have done. They have 
gone down into the valley of the gun 
and the desert of the sun, and they 
have sacrificed their lives. 

Last week, I happened to be in Iraq 
with other Members of Congress. It’s 
not even summer yet in Iraq. But we 
got off that Blackhawk helicopter and 
it was 120 degrees in Iraq. And there 
they were, the American warriors with 

their warrior uniforms on and all that 
equipment they carry. How hot they 
were. It was 120 degrees. In Afghanistan 
and Iraq it gets hot in the summer. 
And those days are coming. We should 
always appreciate them. 

We should also appreciate the ones 
that serve in other places in the world. 
On that same trip, Members of Con-
gress had an opportunity to go near the 
South China Sea and see some of our 
warriors on some island I’m not sure I 
could find on a map. But they’re on 
this remote island, our Navy SEALs, 
our special forces, our marines, and our 
soldiers. They were doing an operation 
protecting the United States, rep-
resenting the rest of us. 

So we should be proud of those that 
go and serve, those that volunteer and 
those that are still there. We should 
appreciate the families that have 
stayed home while their loved ones go 
across the seas and represent this 
country. July 4th is coming up. It’s a 
great day in our history. I hope Ameri-
cans fly the flag. I hope Americans tell 
their kids about our country and our 
history. We should tell American chil-
dren about these young people and oth-
ers who every day raise their right 
hand and go off to war representing the 
rest of us. 

One of our former Presidents once 
said, ‘‘I like to see a man proud of the 
place in which he lives, and I like to 
see a man live so that his place will be 
proud of him.’’ All of these were proud 
of America and America is proud of all 
of them and the rest that continue to 
serve. These Noble 36, we are proud of 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, these are the few, the 
bold, the brave, the courageous. These 
are the Americans. These are the sons 
and daughters of southeast Texas who 
have fallen in battle for their country. 
We are forever grateful for their sac-
rifice, and we are grateful for every 
man and woman in uniform somewhere 
in the world today representing the 
rest of us. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

MIDWEST FLOODING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING) is recognized for 30 minutes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, it’s 
my privilege and honor to address you 
here on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives. I would say at the outset 
that it is also my honor and privilege 
to have been seated here on the floor of 
the House of Representatives as I lis-
tened to a Congressman and judge, TED 
POE, address you on the brave patriots 
from Texas that were on the poster and 
as he went down through and said 
choice morsels of each individual’s life 
and what happened in their sacrifice 
and talked to us about the values that 
they defended and their reasons that 
they have put their lives on the line. 

I’m impressed by the honor that TED 
POE did to those who have given their 

lives from Texas, and I’m very con-
vinced that he would agree with me 
that he’d appreciate it if that honor 
could be reflected across all of the 
brave patriots who have given their 
lives in the defense of this country in 
this conflict and in past conflicts. We 
always pray that there be no future 
conflict. 

Mr. Speaker, I came to the floor to 
address a different subject matter. Per-
haps I’ll digress or cross over into the 
national security side of this. But I 
find that I don’t believe any Member of 
any delegation has yet come to the 
floor to talk about the natural disaster 
events that have been taking place in 
the Midwest, and in particular in the 
Missouri River basin area. I’m one who 
has grown up in that drainage basin 
area. I’ve lived there on that side of the 
great divide for most of my life. We 
have some circumstances today that 
eclipse the 500-year flood event of 1996. 

In 1996, more water came down the 
Missouri River than ever before. It was 
the largest amount of cubic feet per 
second and the largest amount of over 
a million acre-feet that had come 
down. I will say there were a couple of 
events that would compete with that, 
depending on how you define it, Mr. 
Speaker. One would be a flood in 1943 
that brought the attention of the 
world. We were in the middle of a world 
war. We didn’t get to addressing the 
massive runoff in the Missouri River 
from the 1943 flood event. 

In 1952, the huge floods came again 
and more water for a single month 
came down the Missouri River than 
ever before, or since. That amounted to 
a discharge in million acre-feet of 13.2 
million acre-feet of water coming down 
in a single month, the month of April 
1952. 

b 1450 
That course flooded everything and 

put the water higher than it had been 
before, and it brought to it the atten-
tion of this Congress. The attention of 
this Congress, in paying particular at-
tention to what happened in the flood 
event in ’52, followed through on some 
plans that had been discussed after the 
1943 flood, and they began to take ac-
tion to move forward for the construc-
tion of what we now know as the Pick- 
Sloan Program. 

The Pick-Sloan Program is the con-
struction of six large dams on the 
Upper Missouri River. It starts at Gav-
ins Point Dam in South Dakota, and it 
goes on up to Fort Randall Dam, to 
Oahe, and then on up into North Da-
kota where you see Garrison Dam and 
Fort Peck. I left out Big Bend. So we 
have Gavins Point, Fort Randall, Big 
Bend, Oahe, Garrison Dam, and then 
Fort Peck Dam. These are all built on 
the main stem of the Missouri River, 
but they collect water from all the 
tributaries. 

The water that we have now coming 
down through the Midwest comes down 
out of Montana into North Dakota, 
where it’s flooding now, and it’s flood-
ing also across South Dakota, all 
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